Rhondda Valley Federation
Gill Bros & Son of Penygraig

BRITISH HOMING WORLD TROPHY WINNERS 2007

This loft write up covers my own club mates Brian and Mike Gill and Brian’s son Jason from Penrhiwfer at the bottom end of the Rhondda Valley. Although the partners have just received the wonderful news that they will receive the British Homing World trophy at the Blackpool show for the superb dual performances of their Herbots Cock, ‘Drogba’ 

It’s the lofts outstanding results over the last 2 seasons that really stand out and call for the visit.

Results of the calibre 1,2,3,5,6 open, 5880 pigeons, in the Welsh North Road Federation in the opening race of 2007, was the opening shot, this was the marker and from then on in they kept banging away, not just with a single bird each week, but with a truly team performance in Both The Rhondda Valley Federation and The Welsh North Road Federation, These 2 are the biggest feds in Wales, so no Mickey mouse achievement. 

Again just to prove they are not a sprint orientated loft, they carried on across the Channel, culminating in the partnerships, 1st club, 1st Rhondda Valley Federation, 1st centre section,  4TH open  Welsh South East National from HUY, almost 390 miles to the loft, they also claimed 1.2.3 club  with the young birds from the difficult Lillers race,270miles, again well up in the fed and National.

After racing on their own in the eighties, they both gave up to concentrate on their Skip Hire business, until time allowed them to restart in the sport in 2002.This time they joined together and the Race lofts were placed at the rear of Brian’s home in Penrhiwfer, the stock pigeons are kept at Michaels home in nearby Trebanog. As can be seen from the Photograph below, the lofts are situated high up on the Rhondda Mountain side, with outstanding views to the South, you can actually see the Bristol Channel and Beyond from the Loft on a clear day.
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             The impressive view looking for  the birds incoming  on race day

The Boys keep around 26 pair of stock, these provide the young bird race team, the partners do not rear from the race team at all. The Birds are based on direct pigeons from the Herbots Bros, from the top lines, into these they have blended the Houben pigeons, direct and from Cary Crother of Llantrisant. Recent introduction have come from the Pouw Bros and this year direct Walter Docx pigeons, which have already left their mark.

The race team are strong in numbers and in Quality, they can be classed as one family when you handle them, all large in frame and very strong with plenty of muscle with the pigeons, ideal type for the racing methods they employ. You don’t handle too many small/medium type in this loft.

The race team were in immaculate condition on my visit the cocks were just class pigeons, one cock that took my eye was a Cheq Herbots cock that had actually won the section in the Welsh North Road fed 3 times, Mike handed over winners after winners and not just one performance pigeons but Multiple winners and all this in the cocks section.
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The hens were equally as good, one young hen had scored 3 times in the first 10 of the Rhondda valley Federation as young bird in 2007, with the best being 1st club Lillers 267 miles and well up in the national, justifying winning the best young bird trophy in the club. Added to this, Winners galore out as far as Bonn 470 miles and not just talking of club winners these birds are taking top fed and national prizes. 
How do they get these performances,  then this is surprising bit,  NATURAL THROUGH AND THROUGH, Brian doesn’t like Widowhood flying, he likes nothing better than to be out with the birds around him, but they have to follow the lofts hard training regime, they go every day to 30 miles and not just weather permitting, if visibility is O.K., they are sent, They are also let out in the evenings for their hours exercise around the lofts, this can be an hazard, the Sparrow hawk and Peregrine like to dine at this loft as well as the rest of the Rhondda Fanciers .The partners have had a number taken or injured again in 2007.

The birds are fed using mixtures that they make up themselves, Based on the main brands mixed together, depending on the conditions at the time, this mixture is fed through the Hopper and they eat as much as they want, only supplements added are from the Herbots range and they also use Garlic and Cider Vinegar in the water. The birds are treated routinely for Cocci, Worms and Canker and if any advice is needed Brian will phone his good friend Gareth Watkins for help. 

As for the young birds, they rear around 90, kept together on the natural system, although this year they did put 36 on the darkness, they were impressed on how the young birds went and will be changing all the team to this method in 2008.The young birds are trained in the same way as the old birds, trained every day, but with the local training vehicle on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If they don’t go training, they are turned out morning and night for an hour.

Brian and Mike have really done well in 2006 and 2007, 2007 they are top prize winners  in both clubs, Trehafod and Penygraig, for the second year running they have won the top points winners for old birds in the Rhondda Valley Fed and were 4th Highest prize winners overall with the Rhondda Valley federation.
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                       Brian left – dreaming of more winners and Mike right

The icing on the cake is the award of the British Homing World trophy with their  Herbots cock ‘Drogba’ who won 1st club Oudenaarde, 43rd open Welsh South East National and 2 weeks later followed this up with 1st club Huy, 1st Rhondda Valley  Fed, 4th open Welsh South East National, 2 top performances.
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               Drogba – British Homing World Trophy Winner 2007
Some results for 2007 only and this is only a sample of what they have actually won the last 2 years :-

1.2.3.5.6. Open federation Welsh North Road Fed – 5880 pigeons

1.4.25.26.32.33.34 Open Federation Welsh North Road Fed – 2022 pigeons

1.17 Rhondda Valley Federation – HUY – 1221 pigeons
2.4.6.8.9. Rhondda Valley Federation Maidstone – 3065 pigeons
3.4. Rhondda Valley Federation Epsom – 1887 pigeons

3.13.20 Rhondda Valley Federation Newbury – 1660 pigeons

3.4.5.9.13. Rhondda Valley Federation Newbury – 1656 pigeons

Plus another 4 x 1st South Section in the Welsh North Road fed, you can see how impressive the results are.

Again, another enjoyable visit on a bitterly cold December day, you can see why Mike says that they get plenty of Fresh air in this loft, the views are amazing, best of luck for 2008. 

